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 MINUTES OF THE FULL COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 3rd NOVEMBER 2011 AT THE COMMUNITY CENTRE, GRANGE PARK

Present: 	Cllrs M Smith (Ch), C Fry (Vch) A Walker, J Walker, J Davies, S Allen, L Guedes, M Aluko, S Dawson     
  
Attending: 	Mrs T Sampson (Clerk),P Farrow (District Councillor) and Mark Davidson (District Councillor) 

11/156		Public Questions

		The local PCSO’s joined us and gave a verbal report/update on the following issues affecting our parish:
· Problems with traveller horses causing danger on the roads near Wootton Brook Country Park – It was agreed that if we experience any further issues then we need to contact the police on 03000 111 222 or the new emergency number of 101 and the police will contact the relevant owner of the horses.  It was also noted that the horses have now been placed in a secure field and that the owner has been given a section 9 animal welfare warning act.
· No reported shed break-ins within the allotments. 
· Criminal damage to a vehicle at Foxfields Way. 
· Number plates stolen from a vehicle at Wake Way. 
· Four scooters have been stolen from the Out of school club based at the community centre. 
· Some owners of mini mopeds that have been using the derelict site by Buddies in Grange Park have been given a S59 warning.  The Council asked Our PCSO to clarify to members present the definition of a S59 warning the following explanation was given: 
Section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002 states that any person driving a vehicle on or off a 
road in a manner that causes nuisance or inconvenience to other road users or members of
public will received a warning that lasts for 12 months. If at any point within that 12 month period 
you are caught driving in a similar manner then your car can be seized by the police and you'll have	       to pay a penalty to get it back. This is normally in the region of £200. This power is executable by 	      Police officers and Police Community Support Officers ONLY.
· Speeding Operations are ongoing and have taken place along Saxon Avenue, Grange Park at regular intervals 


11/157		County/District Councillors Report 

District Cllr Paul Farrow gave the following verbal report: 
· Regrets to announce the death Councillor Diana Dallyn, vice-chairman of the District Council.
· Collection of refuse will change throughout the winter period – Food Waste as normal and the green environmental bins will be collected once a month.
· It was noted that David Morren from SNC had visited the property: 9 Rickyard Walk regarding the current extensive building works and can confirm that it does not breach any planning conditions at present.  
.   		
11/158		Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received and accepted from the following:
Cllr A Stansfield 	-			holiday 
Cllr N Stansfield 	-			holiday 
Cllr J Proudley	-			work commitments
County Councillor - Bernard Ingram – 	work Commitments   
									Continued…..
11/159		Declaration of Members Interest 

		Cllr J Davies declared an interest in all issues relating to the allotments and Frosts contractors.
..
11/160		Minutes of the meeting of 6th October 2011
				
160.1	The Council approved and adopted the minutes dated the 6th October 2011 and the Chairman signed them as a true record after the following amendment was made:

	11/145.1		Minutes of the meeting 9th June 2011– should read’ Minutes of the meeting of the 8th 
			September 2011’
	
	It was also agreed that the minutes will be circulated to all Councillors in draft form within one week of the meeting.							Action: Clerk 

		160.2	Matters arising
None

11/161		Chairman’s Report				


		161.1	No report from the Chairman received as all items will be covered in the meeting.

161.2	A decision is still outstanding on the re-accreditation of Quality Status 
  	
11/162		Parish Clerk’s Report

162.1	No report received from the Parish Clerk. 

162.2	No admin or service request received. 

162.3	The Parish Clerk reported that she had received electronic application forms from the QE2 Trust.  It was 
	agreed that the Council recognised the following four projects: 
Pond at Foxfields 
Playparks
Internal alterations to the Community Centre
Egress/entrance to the allotment site at Lark Lane 

Due to time constraints it was agreed that Cllrs J Walker, J Davies, L Guedes and the Clerk would work 
on completing the forms.  The Clerk was asked to send the councillors mentioned above the 
relevant documentation. 						Action: Clerk 

	
11/163		Finance 	

163.1	The Parish Council approved the expenditure listed in Appendix 2.  
	
11/164		Planning, Highways and Transportation

	              164.1	The Parish Council considered the following: 

			S/2011/1312/FUL
			Location:	Zone F, Saxon Avenue, Grange Park 
			Proposal:	Installation of a below ground relief drain 
			Case Officer:	Maria Philpott
			Observation:	No comment 
						
164.2 	Planning decisions received:

			No decisions/refusals received .
			

												Continued……


		164.3	Cllr J Walker reported that he had spoken to the manager of Richmond homes and they would be
prepared to pay some of the costs associated with the installation of a lay-by outside Richmond Homes Care Home. 
								

11/165		Staffing
	
		165.1	The Parish Council agreed that no overtime would be paid unless authorised by the Parish Clerk or in her 
			absence the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.
		
11/166		Grange Park Sports & Community Association (GPSCA) 
	
		166.1	Cllr Smith reported that some electronic ballasts in the ceiling light at Foxfield need replacing and that 
			the current Manufacturer is located in China and we are unable at present to find a UK supplier.  Our 
			caretaker, John Lawrence is progressing the matter.			Action: Clerk/Caretaker 

			It was also reported that the Klagester system has been emptied for the first time and will be 
			monitored with a view to have it emptied every 12 months.  

			The goalposts in the sports store need moving away from the alarm sensor.
										Action: GPSCA Chairman
		
		166.2	Cllr J Walker gave a verbal report as the Council’s representative at the GPSCA meeting.  
			The following issues were discussed:

· It was agreed that Andy Emery and Charlie Nobbs would look at the draft plans for the converting of the shower areas at the community centre and advise on costings and layout. 
· The Parish Council agreed that we should try and seek some funding from the QE2 trust on the above issue.					Action: Clerk 
· The Clerk was asked to speak to the Right of Way Officer to see if they had any signs to discourage speed when approaching the bridleway at Foxfields Country Park entrance.
Action: Clerk
· Confirmation was sought from the Vice-Chair regarding the hire rates for the youth club for 2012/13 .  The Chairman of the GPSCA reported that they would look into the matter when they formulate their budget provisions. 
				All GPSCA meetings have now been scheduled for the third Monday of each month. 

166.3	Concern was expressed by Council members regarding the lack of parking when football games are 
	taking place at Foxfields Country Park at the weekends.  A few suggestions were discussed but it was 
	decided to ask the GPSCA to look into the matter.	Action: GPSCA Chairman
			

11/167		Environment 

167.1	It was noted that a meeting took place regarding the vehicle egress/entrance to the allotments with the Head of Highways at Northampton County Council and he would help us by producing a proposed road layout/ design and specification in order that we can go out to obtain a price for the works.  The Clerk and Cllr J Walker was asked to pursue this matter and if no response has been received within four weeks to write to the CEO of the Council.						Action: Clerk & Cllr J Walker    

	It was noted that in order to obtain a legal agreement between the allotment committee and the Parish Council it would cost in the region of £1,000. A meeting has been scheduled to speak to our solicitor on Friday 11th November at 9.00am.  Cllr Guedes informed the meeting that her husband who is a barrister would be willing to take a look at the documents.  Due to time constraints the Clerk was asked to e-mail the relevant documents across before the weekend and requested that a response was received early Monday AM. 							Action: Cllr Guedes  

	It was also agreed Cllr J Walker would redraft the amendments to the agreement in order to reduce costs.
									Action: Cllr J Walker 

									Continued….
167.2	It was noted that the Contract 4 meeting scheduled for the 1st December 2011 has now been deferred until the 8th December 2011 – All council members are welcome to attend.  Action: All Councillors

167.3	The Clerk explained to the Council the issue regarding the number of quotes that had been received in relation to Millers Way ditch and reiterated that our consultant’s aim is to make sure that they obtain best value on behalf of their client.  The Council felt that as there was such a difference in prices received that they would like to ask a third contractor to quote.  It was agreed to ask the Clerk to obtain a price from Thomas Haulage in Northampton.				Action: Clerk 
									
167.4	The Parish Council decided to defer the approval of the thinning of the pioneers until further information had been received. The Clerk was asked to obtain and e-mail the information to the Chairman.									Action: Clerk 

167.5	The Chairman reported that our Consultant would be sending all the Contract 5 documentation to contractors on the 14th November 2011 with a four week turnaround.  A meeting will be scheduled late December to discuss tenders received and recommendations.   

167.6	Cllr Aluko reported that he had sent an e-mail to all councillors regarding the proposed location of salt bins for this winter.  It was agreed to ask the Caretakers to look into some storage to fill the bins twice and a costings.							Action: Caretakers 	

167.7	The Council agreed to pursue the initiative of sponsoring roundabouts and ask the Clerk to speak to our Liaison Officer at NCC.						Action: Clerk 

	Cllr Dawson expressed concern about the street lights which had been turned off near the bus stops along Saxon Avenue and felt that it could be a potential safety hazard.  The Clerk was asked to speak to NCC requesting turning some other lights off and turning these back on.  Action: Clerk

	Cllr Fry also suggested that we need to number all the dog/litter bins within our parish making it easier to report faults/damage etc.					Action: Clerk 

											
11/168		Communication  

168.1	Cllr Fry reported that we have received funding for two detached youth workers who will be based in Grange Park on a Friday night.  Streetvibe has now restarted and is available to attend from mid November to December.  The numbers have increased in the youth club but it is attended by a female majority.  The youth Club have organised a swimming trip for tonight. The pool table has a broken leg.  Two volunteers will be in attendance at our firework display on Saturday. 

168.2	It was noted that an e-mail response had been received from the events committee regarding monies which had been returned to the Council when the committee disbanded.  The council felt due to the length of time that had been spent of this issue it was now time to close the file.

168.3	Newsletter deadline is Friday 4th November 2011 – anticipated delivery W/C 14th November.

	Cllr Fry reported that the Council used a local company Lonsdale Prnters to do the printing of the newsletter for the Autumn edition due to the competitive price.  It was also noted that we wrote to Ramprint our existing printing contract asked them if they could reduce their prices.  Bob at Ramprint has confirmed that he will be retiring at the end of the year and therefore would not be able to offer us his services.  The Council agreed to stay with Lonsdale Printers.  

	It was also agreed that we would insert a link on our website to the Grange Park facebook page.  Cllr Dawson was delegated to complete this action.			Action: Cllr Dawson 

168.4	Cllr Fry gave an update on the fireworks event and discussed briefly the schedule for the day.  It was noted that all volunteers should arrive at the Pavilion around lunchtime.

11/169		Correspondence

		169.1	All issues discussed within the meeting 


													Continued…..


11/170		Date of the Next Meeting	

170.1	The next Meeting of the Council will be held on Thursday 1st December 2011 and will be the held at the Community Centre.
				
			It was also noted that the Chairman would like to invite all councillors/staff to the Grange Inn to 
			celebrate the festive season on the 2nd December at 7.30pm.

	             	              There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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